


This Is MY Story

| was born August 25, 1949 in Jonesboro Arkansas to Narmon
Nathaniel and Vadis Virginia Jaquess. | have one living sister,
Norma Joyce and one brother, Larry Don who died at the age of 14
days. | was not raised in a Christian home, but my parents did have
morals. My parents did the best they could to turn out good
children. We were taught to work as we grew up and we were
allowed to play. My parents worked with us and played with us.

Somewhere about the age of 9 my parents started taking us to
Rogers Chapel Church of the Nazarene. We attended on Sunday
mornings. | do not remember my parents ever going on a Sunday
night or Wednesday night. | can remember my dad closing the
store he owned on Sunday mornings while we went to church and
then opening on Sunday afternoon.

Somewhere along the way my parents quit going to church. | had
started dating a girl who lived in the neighborhood of the church
and we went to every service just to be together. We were very
active with the other teens and spent much time together.

As | grew up in that church, | can remember many things that | was
taught. | was impressed very strongly with the truth that there is a
God and He made everything, and He is over everything. | learned
about the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. | learned that He
died, was buried, and rose again. We even learned a chorus about
His death, burial, and resurrection. "What's the good news? Christ
died for sinners! What's the good news? He arose again!" It was
in that church that | memorized John 3:16.
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

| can remember services, in which God spoke to all of us teens.
We would all be at the altar crying and praying. No one ever came
to us, opened a Bible and told us about our need to accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour. | have learned since that
day that this truth of being “Saved” is often repeated in the
Scriptures.

The Bible says:

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”

John 3:17  “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

1 Timothy 1:15  “This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
of whom | am chief.”

1 Timothy 224 “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth.”

Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Ephesians 2.9  Not of
works, lest any man should boast.”
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Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:10 For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:11 For the scripture
saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. Romans
10:12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek:
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”

At the age of 18 | experienced the first real tragedy in my life. Four
tornadoes tore through Jonesboro and killed 39 people. One of
them was my dad. Without going into a great deal of detail | was
the first one on the scene that night. | found my mom lying beside
our car that was wrapped around a tree and my dad was
underneath the back of the car. | was there when my dad and mom
were loaded onto stretchers and placed in the ambulance. |
remained on the scene to look for my sister whom | found later that
evening at the hospital. At the scene of the remains of what the
tornado had done | talked with my dad. |learned later that my dad
came home from visitation at the funeral home and he could see
the tornado coming directly at our house. There was no time to go
to a shelter, so he went into the house and told my mom and my
sister to lay on the floor and then he turned the couch over on them
and stood there holding onto the couch to do the best he could to
protect those he loved. At the scene when | talked with him he
said, “Son you will need to take care of your mom and your sister.”
| thought at the time he was talking about taking care of them until
he got out of the hospital. Later | realized he knew he was dying
and what he meant was taking over his responsibility of caring for
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the family. Later that night | learned of my dad's death. | knew,
based on what | had been taught in church, that God was
responsible for killing my dad. | raised my arm toward Heaven and
with a clenched fist | said, "If that's the kind of God you are, | don't
want anything to do with you."

| had at an early age begun to drink the alcohol beverage at times
with the other guys, but this was done in an attempt to have a good
time or to prove manhood. | was somewhat rebellious and did just
about anything | wanted to do. | had a Dodge Dart with a high
performance 383 engine in it and was a real nuisance to the local
police. | had many violations for hazardous driving and speeding
and eventually had my driving privilege revoked for a six -month
period of time. While my license was revoked, | got a driving while
under the influence violation and my license were revoked for
another six months. It was at this time in my life that | decided |
needed a change. Without giving much thought to the matter | went
to visit the local recruiters. On August the 29, 1969 | joined the
United States Army.

| attended basic training at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky and then went
to Ft. Gordon Georgia which for me was Advanced Infantry
Training. | had enlisted for three years and had signed up togo to
"jump school." | was going to jump out of perfectly good airplanes.
While | was in infantry training, | began to think that it would be a
good idea to marry the girl of my dreams and have a companion
for this military experience. The drill sergeants circulated this
rumor: everyone going to "jump school" would be going to Vietnam
and all others would be going to Germany. | and many others went
to the First Sergeant and requested that we be removed from the
roster of soldiers going to jump school. After harassing us
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relentlessly about being girls and other things they allowed us to
drop jump school. All of us who dropped jump school received our
orders as follows: seven days delay in route, the REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM. We were going straight to Vietnam. | guess we fell right
in to the hands of the plot conceived by the drill instructors.

| decided that marriage was not a good idea. | was smart enough
to know that | may not return from Vietnam alive and | did not want
my young wife to be a widow before she was married a year. | also
felt that it would be unfair for her to sit at home and be faithful to
me, and only me, for a year.

Sometime early in February of 1970 | arrived in Vietnam. | am sure
that | had seen the news and heard stories about Vietnam, but it
evidently had not made an impact upon me. The day we landed in
Vietnam | heard someone say "INCOMING!" and something about
(RPG'S). | heard some loud explosions and | found a place of
cover. Later that day we walked around and this place gave
evidence of being a normal military installation.

For two weeks | pulled guard: four hours on and four hours off. |
sat in a bunker for four hours and then | had four hours to eat,
bathe, sleep and do my personal business. After fourteen days this
was becoming a trial in my life. | knew | would be going to the field
soon and | thought that would be better. | had asked for a job called
"door gunner." | found out later that it was a wonderful thing that |
did not get that job.
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Soon that golden opportunity to go to the field and function as a
rifleman in an infantry platoon arrived. | was sent to a place called
Quang Tri and Hue. | was an infantry soldier assigned to the 2 of
the 506, 101st airmobile division, Charlie Company.

We soon went out for our first adventure. Helicopters flew us to a
site just below an artillery firebase that had been deserted. Our
mission was to go back up that mountain, secure the hillside, string
wire, set up claymores, and make it ready for an artillery unit to
move in. We were told to dig new foxholes and "DO NOT" use
existing ones. The first of my eye-opening experiences in the field
took place on that hillside. One man had decided to re-dig a
foxhole that was partially dug already. He found a hand grenade
in the hole and picked it up with his shovel. As he lifted it out, he
got it head high and then it exploded. He was instantly killed, and
| was very troubled when | leamed that he was married and had
three children. On another occasion we were hit with mortar rounds
and they first landed up behind my foxhole. | saw men get hit and
| jumped out of my foxhole and headed up to help the wounded.
My platoon sergeant grabbed me and pushed me back into my
foxhole and said very firmly "stay there." Later my platoon sergeant
came to me and asked if he hurt me. | responded that nothing was
hurt but my pride. He instructed me that my responsibility at a time
of attack was to protect my perimeter and the medics would take
care of the wounded. | guess you could say that | was a "NEWBEE"
that had learned that | better start trying to remember the things
that | was taught in training.

One day | learned that we would be moving to something called a
"HOT LOCATION." The first responsibility of my squad was to
retrieve dead bodies of another company that had been hit the night
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before. As we marched along in our combat formation there
seemed to be awareness that this mission could be our last. After
arriving at the location, | was stricken with fear when | saw the dead
bodies. | was standing guard while others put the bodies in bags.
Once we had all the bodies bundled and ready for evacuation, we
called for a chopper to retrieve the bodies. The chopper hovered
and sent down a rope. We tied the bodies to the rope and the
chopper attempted to leave with the bodies. He caught sniper fire
and the bodies were hung in a tree, so he dropped the bodies and
left. As we lay there on the ground, | am sure that all of us
considered the possibility of someone else coming in later to
retrieve our dead bodies. We were in the exact same dilemma as
the other unit. We had not had time to dig in and we were not well
armed for a prolonged battle. | have no idea how long it was before
we got the chopper back in, but it eventually happened and to our
surprise without incident. Evidently, we were just harassed by a
lone sniper who had left.

On another occasion the military sent us a Chaplain who gave us
a speech about pride and country. We were somewhat uninformed
about all the circumstances, but we had another of those "hot
locations" to go to. Soon the air was filled with helicopters and we
began boarding for our next mission. We were taken to another
area in the north. As we arrived at our drop zone, we caught fire
from the enemy. No helicopter would land. They hovered from 5-
10 feet above the ground and told us to "jump." An infantry soldier
carries a minimum of 500 rounds of M-60 machine gun ammo, an
m-16 with as much ammo as he can find a place for, claymore
mines, flares, hand grenades, and three days’ supply of food and
water along with other necessary items which make for a heavy
load. We tossed our ruck sacks out and followed behind with
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weapons in hand. We worked our way to a hillside where we set
up for the night. We were all very tired. For three days now, we
had very little sleep and we were fatigued. Not to mention the
stress and tension levels. That night | was the first to be put on
guard for my squad. My squad leader and | crawled down the
hillside for about 100 yards and there he left me. As the darkness
fell, | can remember that vision was greatly impaired. | strained to
peer through the darkness for evidence of anything moving and
trying very hard not to imagine things that were not there. | sniffed
the air for any evidence of change of odors. | focused my ears on
the silence and listened for the slightest movement. | had never
been so scared in all of my life. Two hours passed and then | heard
noise behind me. My first thought was, "how did he get around
me?" Then | realized it must be my squad leader. | heard him
quietly call my name. He came with my relief and | was relieved
just to have some company. We crawled back up that hillside and
my squad leader told me that | should try to get some sleep. Even
though there was tremendous anxiety | was exhausted and fell
asleep quickly. | awoke three days later. | was on a hospital ship
and the first voice | heard said to me, "Welcome back, we didn't
think you were going to make it!" | have no idea what happened,
but | learned that | was going home and that seemed to relieve all
my concerns.

| spent two weeks in Japan and then was transferred to Millington
Naval Base, Millington Tennessee. At that Navy Hospital a
Lieutenant Colonel of the Marine reserves who was a
neurosurgeon placed an acrylic plate in my head in a one inch by
five-inch space where there used to be skull. | was told that | had
received a compound fracture to the skull and my brain was
bruised. | was told that | would probably have trouble with my vision
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and there was no way to know for sure if the epileptic seizures were
permanent on temporary. The official report read, "This 20-year-
old male was struck in the head with a tree branch while sleeping
in the Republic of Vietnam." This is not a very impressive war story.

One thing | have thought about since that day is this Bible truth. If
| had been killed in Vietnam, today | would still be burning in Hell
because | was not saved.

Luke 16:23-24  “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments,
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he
cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my
tongue; for | am tormented in this flame.”

After | was released from the hospital, | was reassigned to Ft Sill
Oklahoma. | did not want to be alone any longer, so | asked the
girl of my dreams to be my wife. We were married August 29, 1970
and soon departed for our first duty station together.

| think the first year of our marriage was good. However, | had not
overcome my bitterness toward God and my rebellion was still
active. At first, | would buy beer and bring it home. Later | just
stayed away from home and did a lot of drinking and wild, sensuous
living. | was making my wife miserable and no one really liked
being with me.

In 1974 we received orders to be transferred to Germany. When
we arrived in Germany it was for a 36-month tour. We were
immediately involuntarily extended for three months. My lifestyle
continued to grow worse. My wife lived a lonely and deserted life.
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We had one child and another on the way. She stayed at home 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. If it weren't for some who felt sorry for
her, she would not have even had groceries for her and our son. |
had this great void in my life and my life had absolutely no purpose.
| wanted to commit suicide and end it all, but | knew that death was
not an end.

We began to get letters from a brother-n-law and sister-n-law telling
us about the great things that God was doing in their life. They
would send us tracts and witness to us. | would read those letters
and then cry because | wanted my life to be like that, but | didn't
know how. | was trapped in my sins. | hated what | was doing but
| could not stop.

My relatives who were praying for us finally decided that the thing
to do was to pray for God to send us to them. They asked other
people in the church to pray and they were faithful with their request
to God. | was to be in Germany for 39-months but in only 13-
months | was being transferred back to the United States. | had
gotten into much trouble and it was decided that | needed some
psychiatric counseling. | was placed in the mental ward of a
hospital and began treatment. | knew what was expected of me
and played the game well. | answered all the questions correctly
and behaved myself. In a few weeks | was reassigned to Ft. Hood
Texas.

My relatives who had been praying for us were stationed in Abilene
Texas. We planned a visit with them on our way to our new duty
station. On Saturday of our visit we were asked to attend Trinity
Baptist Church on Sunday. Our answer was yes. | know now that
there was much excitement and prayer going on Saturday. On
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Sunday morning we attended Sunday School and then went to the
preaching service. As | sat there listening to the preaching “that
God” that | had rejected began to reveal to me what my problem
was. | cannot explain all that was going on in my heart and mind,
but | suddenly knew the answer to my problem was to get saved. |
began to think that | would be glad when the invitation was given
because | was going to find somebody who would take a Bible and
explain to me what it meant to get saved. Finally, the invitation time
arrived. | tumned to my wife with tears in my eyes and | said, "Do
you want to get saved?" We went down that isle and someone did
take a Bible and show me how to be saved. A church with praying
saints watched as God answered prayer. The prayer was, "God
send Rick and Phyllis to us so we can tell them how to be saved."
November 2, 1975, | asked the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive me for
my sins and be my Saviour.

PRAISE GOD! He not only saved me, He made it plain to me what
my purpose was and gave me a reason to live. The great void in
my life was gone because | had now been reunited to God. The
Bible says, "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:" (1 Peter 3:18). My sins had
separated me from God and the Lord Jesus Christ brought me back
into fellowship with Him through His payment for my sin.

My wife got a new husband. My sons got a new dad. My mother
got a new son. The military got a new soldier. | got a new life.

It has been many years since that day and | still have the joy of
God's so great salvation.
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My friend: | am asking you the most important question of your life.
Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon your answer.

The question is: Are you saved?

| am not asking if you are a good person, nor am | suggesting that
you join a church on some religion: Are you saved?

Are you sure you will go to Heaven when you die?

The Bible says of those who are saved that when they die, they will
immediately enter into the presence of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:8  “We are confident, [/ say], and willing rather to
be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”

God says you must be born again to go to Heaven.

In John 3:7 the Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Marvel not that |
said unto thee, Ye must be born again."

In the Bible, God gives us the plan of how to be born again, which
means to be saved.

John 3:17  "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be saved."

His plan is simple! You can be saved today. How?

First, my friend, you must realize you are a sinner.
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"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans
3:23).

And because you are a sinner, you are condemned to die.

Romans 5:12  "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned:"

Death means separation. This includes eternal separation from
God in Hell.

Revelation 20:11 And | saw a great white throne, and him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them. Revelation 20:12 And | saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works. Revelation 20:13 And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up
the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works. Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

But God loved you so much that he gave his only begotten Son,
Jesus, to bear your sin and die in your place.
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2 Corinthians 5:17  “Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

Jesus had to shed his blood, suffer the wrath of God against sin,
and take your place in Hell to make salvation available to you.

Ephesians 1:7  “In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;”

Colossians 1:14  “In whom we have redemption through his blood,
[even] the forgiveness of sins:”

1 Peter 1:18 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 1 Peter 1:19
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot:”

Acts 2:27 “Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Acts 2:28 Thou hast
made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance. Acts 2:29 Men and brethren, let me freely
speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Acts 2:30
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh,
he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; Acts 2:31 He seeing
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not
left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.”
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Revelation 1:5 ‘And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful
witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood,”

Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Although we cannot understand how, God said my sins and your
sins were laid upon Jesus and he died in our place. He became our
substitute. It is true. God cannot lie.

My friend the Bible says, "And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”
Acts 17:30

This repentance is a change of mind that agrees with God that one
is a sinner, and also agrees with what Jesus did for us on the cross.
Repentance is a change of mind which leads to a change of
conduct.

In Acts 16:30-31, the Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas: "... Sirs,
what must | do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved... ."

Simply believe on him as the one who bore your sin, died in your
place, was buried, and whom God resurrected.

His resurrection powerfully assures that the believer can claim
everlasting life when Jesus is received as Saviour.
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"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name" (John
1:12).

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved" (Romans 10:13).

Whosoever includes you: Shall be saved means not maybe, nor
can, but shall be saved.

Surely, you realize you are a sinner. Right now, wherever you are,
repenting, lift your heart to God in prayer.

In Luke 18:13, a sinner prayed: "God be merciful to me a sinner."

Just pray something like this:

"Oh, God, | know | am a sinner. | believe Jesus was my substitute
when he died on the cross. | believe his shed blood; death, burial,
and resurrection were for me. | now receive Him as my Lord and
Saviour. | thank you for the forgiveness of my sins, the gift of
salvation and everlasting life, because of your merciful grace.
Amen."

Just take God at his word and claim his salvation by faith. Believe,
and you will be saved.

No church, no water baptism, no lodge, no good works can save
you. Remember, God does the saving. All of it!

God's simple plan of salvation is: You are a sinner. Therefore,
unless you believe on Jesus who died in your place, you will spend
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eternity in Hell. If you believe on him as your crucified, buried, and
risen Saviour, you receive forgiveness for all your sins and his gift
of eternal salvation by faith.

You say, "Surely, it cannot be that simple.” Yes, that simple! It is
scriptural. It is God's plan. My friend believe on Jesus and receive
him as Saviour today.

If his plan is not perfectly clear, read it over and over, without laying
it down until you understand it. Your soul is worth more than the
entire world.

Mark 8:36 “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Mark 8:37 Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?”

Be sure you are saved. If you lose your soul, you miss Heaven and
lose alll.

Please! Let God save you this very moment.

God's power will save you, keep you saved and enable you to live
a victorious Christian life.

1 Corinthians 10:12 “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall. 1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it.”
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Do not trust your feelings. They change. Stand on God's promises.
They never change.

After you are saved, there are three things to practice daily for
spiritual growth:

Pray, you talk to God.
Read your Bible, God talks to you.
Witness, you talk for God.

If you are saved through reading this plan of salvation, send me
word so | can rejoice with you.

If you have questions, please ask them.

There isn't anything more important than KNOWING that you are
saved.

Charles R. Jaquess
7431 West Veterans Blvd.
Clever, MO 65631
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